
  



2 



3 

TheChristianMind 

@DChristianMind 

www. TheChristianMindNG.org 

© 2016 by Dayo Adewoye© 2016 by Dayo Adewoye© 2016 by Dayo Adewoye© 2016 by Dayo Adewoye    



4 



5 

Introduction 

 

Why did I  prepare this book? 

 

Well, I intend to discourage that view of  work 

which sees our jobs or occupations as mere 

meal tickets. 

 

I am offering  a simple thesis: Work is good.  

 

Many of  us live our lives under the burden of  

viewing work as a necessary evil; something we 

do in order to survive. Here in the city of  La-

gos, Nigeria, there is a widespread dread of  

Mondays and an eager anticipation for the 

weekend. Our weekdays are lived as joyless in-

tervals between two weekends. I live within the 

same environment, and I understand that the 

disenchantment with work is partly due to the 

frustrations we experience in the course of  

earning a living. Our apathy is also the implica-

tion of  a worldview which views  work as a  
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demeaning activity, to be tolerated until we can 

earn enough to live in everlasting leisure. We 

forget that God revealed himself  to us as One 

who works (Gen. 1) 

 

Work was ordained by God for man, no doubt. 

But it wasn’t designed to be a burden on him. 

Through work, man finds an opportunity to ex-

ert himself, realize his innate potential, and be 

of  service to his neighbours. In work we get to 

partake of  God’s creative activity by furthering 

the result of  the initial six days. It is a privilege 

to be co-workers with God, perfecting, under 

Him, the exercise he kicked off  generations ago. 

Though the fall has introduced several distur-

bances into God’s plan, it has not succeeded in 

altering the necessity or nobility of  work.  

 

Man’s attitude to work, modern culture, as well 

as the circumstance under which he carries it 

out often makes much of  our work dull, boring, 
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 and, in many cases, a mere necessity. But by re-

flecting on the nature of  work and the neces-

sary conditions for achieving success in it, we 

will see that, far from being a burden foisted on 

us by the cold, oppressive hands of  Nature, 

work is a privilege and a blessing. We can en-

gage in it heartily, we can plunge into it cheer-

fully, and, most importantly, we can glorify God 

within it. 

 

This is my earnest desire and prayer for you as 

you read on. 

 

Dayo Adewoye 

Lagos, Nigeria 

May 2016 
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The LORD God took the 

man and put him in the garden 

of  Eden to work it and keep it. 

Genesis 2:15  
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All labour that uplifts humanity has dignity and 

importance and should be undertaken with 

painstaking excellence.  

― Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) 

 

 

  

 Being busy does not always mean real work. 

The object of  all work is production or accom-

plishment and to either of  these ends there 

must be forethought, system, planning, intelli-

gence, and honest purpose, as well as perspira-

tion. Seeming to do is not doing.  

― Thomas A. Edison (1847 - 1931)  

 

 

 

Blessed is he who has found his work; let him 

ask no other blessedness.  

― Thomas Carlyle (1795 - 1881) 
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Every noble work is at first impossible.  

― Thomas Carlyle (1795 - 1881) 

 
 
 

No man needs sympathy because he has to 
work, because he has a burden to carry. Far and 
away the best prize that life has to offer is the 

chance to work hard at work worth doing.  
― Theodore Roosevelt (1858 - 1919) 

 

 
Find a job you like and you add five days to 

every week.  
― H. Jackson Brown, Jr. (1940 - ) 

 

Hard work spotlights the character of  people: 
some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their 

noses, and some don't turn up at all.  
― Sam Ewing  (1949 - ) 
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The LORD said to Moses, “See, 
I have called by name Bezalel 

the son of  Uri, son of  Hur, of  
the tribe of  Judah,  and I 

have filled him with the Spirit 
of  God, with ability and intelli-
gence, with knowledge and all 

craftsmanship,  to devise artistic 
designs, to work in gold, silver, 
and bronze,  in cutting stones 

for setting, and in carving 
wood, to work in every craft.” 

 
Exodus 31:1-5 
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Laziness may appear attractive, but work gives 

satisfaction.  

― Anne Frank (1929 - 1945) 

 

Men for the sake of  getting a living forget to 

live.  

― Margaret Fuller (1810 - 1850) 

 

 

Nothing ever comes to one, which is worth hav-

ing, except as a result of  hard work.  

― Booker T. Washington (1856 - 1915)  

 
 

  

Opportunities are usually disguised as hard 

work, so most people don't recognize them.  

― Ann Landers (1918 - 2002) 
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Plans are only good intentions unless they im-

mediately degenerate into hard work.  

― Peter Drucker (1909 - 2005) 

 

 

 

The best preparation for good work tomorrow 

is to do good work today.  

― Elbert Hubbard (1856 - 1915) 

 

 

The harder I work, the luckier I get.  

― Samuel Goldwyn (1882 - 1974) 
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For by grace you have been 

saved through faith. And this 

is not your own doing; it is the 

gift of  God,  not a result of  

works, so that no one may 

boast.  For we are his workman-

ship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God pre-

pared beforehand, that we 

should walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:8 - 10 
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The more I want to get something done, the 

less I call it work.  

― Richard Bach (1936 - ) 

 

The only place success comes before work is in 

the dictionary.  

― Vince Lombardi (1913 - 1970) 

 

 

 

The supreme accomplishment is to blur the line 

between work and play.  

― Arnold J. Toynbee (1889 - 1975) 

 
  

There is joy in work. There is no happiness ex-

cept in the realization that we have accom-

plished something.  

― Henry Ford (1863-1947) 
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To find joy in work is to discover the fountain 

of  youth.  

― Pearl S. Buck (1892 - 1973) 

 

 

To find out what one is fitted to do, and to se-

cure an opportunity to do it, is the key to happi-

ness.  

― John Dewey (1859-1952) 

 

 

We work to become, not to acquire.  

― Elbert Hubbard (1856 - 1915) 

 

  

When your work speaks for itself, don't inter-

rupt.  

― Henry J. Kaiser (1882-1967) 
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Work is love made visible. And if  you cannot 

work with love but only with distaste, it is better 

that you should leave your work and sit at the 

gate of  the temple and take alms of  those who 

work with joy.  

― Kahlil Gibran (1883-1931) 

 

Work is not man's punishment. It is his reward 

and his strength and his pleasure.  

― George Sand (1804 - 1876) 

 
  Man is so made that he can only find relaxa-
tion from one kind of  labor by taking up an-

other.  

― Anatole France (1844 - 1924) 

 

Pleasure in the job puts perfection in the work.  

― Aristotle (384 - 322 BC) 
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For you yourselves know how 

you ought to imitate us, be-

cause we were not idle when we 

were with you,  nor did we eat 

anyone's bread without paying 

for it, but with toil and labor we 

worked night and day, that we 

might not be a burden to any of  

you...For even when we were 

with you, we would give you 

this command: If  anyone is not 

willing to work, let him not 

eat.   

2 Thessalonians 3:7-10 
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You do your best work if  you do a job that 

makes you happy.  

― Bob Ross (1942 - 1945) 

 

Real success is finding your lifework in the work 

that you love.  

― David McCullough (1933 - ) 

 

 

A human being must have occupation if  he or 

she is not to become a nuisance to the world.  

― Dorothy L. Sayers (1893 - 1957) 

 

Hard work never killed anybody, but why take a 

chance?  

― Edgar Bergen (1903 - 1978) 

 

Get happiness out of  your work or you may 

never know what happiness is.  

― Elbert Hubbard (1856 - 1915) 
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Work while you have the light. You are respon-

sible for the talent that has been entrusted to 

you.  

― Henri-Frédéric Amiel (1821 - 1881) 

 

Do not hire a man who does your work for 

money, but him who does it for love of  it.  

― Henry David Thoreau (1817 - 1862) 

 

 

 

People forget how fast you did a job—but they 
remember how well you did it. 

― Howard W. Newton (1903 - 1951) 
 

 

By the work one knows the workmen.  

― Jean De La Fontaine (1621 - 1695) 
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In order that people may be happy in their 

work, these three things are needed: They must 

be fit for it. They must not do too much of  it. 

And they must have a sense of  success in it.  

― John Ruskin (1819 - 1900) 

 

Never continue in a job you don't enjoy. If  

you're happy in what you're doing, you'll like 

yourself, you'll have inner peace. And if  you 

have that, along with physical health, you will 

have had more success than you could possibly 

have imagined.  

― Johnny Carson (1925 - 2005) 

 

 

It does not seem to be true that work necessar-

ily needs to be unpleasant. It may always have to 

be hard, or at least harder than doing nothing at 

all. But there is ample evidence that work can be 

enjoyable, and that indeed, it is often the most 

enjoyable part of  life.  

― Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi (1934 - ) 
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The heights by great men reached and kept  

Were not attained by sudden flight,  
But they, while their companions slept,  

Were toiling upward in the night. 
― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807 -

 1882) 
  
  

Lives of  great men all remind us  
We can make our lives sublime,  
And, departing, leave behind us  
Footprints on the sands of  time  
Let us, then, be up and doing,  

With a heart for any fate;  
Still achieving, still pursuing,  
Learn to labor and to wait. 

― Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807 -
 1882) 

  
 
  

Every calling is great when greatly pursued. 
― Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. (1841 - 1935) 
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Let the word of  Christ dwell in 

you richly, teaching and admon-

ishing one another in all wis-

dom, singing psalms and hymns 

and spiritual songs, with thank-

fulness in your hearts to 

God. And whatever you do, in 

word or deed, do everything in 

the name of  the Lord Je-

sus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 

 

Colossians 3:16-17 
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In an English ship, they say, it is poor grub, 

poor pay, and easy work; in an American ship, 
good grub, good pay, and hard work. And this is 
applicable to the working populations of  both 

countries. 
― Jack London (1876 - 1916) 

  
 
  

Every man's work, whether it be literature or 
music or pictures or architecture or anything 

else, is always a portrait of  himself. 
― Samuel Butler (1835 - 1902) 

  
 
  

The person who knows 'how' will always have a 
job. The person who knows 'why' will always be 

his boss. 
― Diane Ravitch (1938 - ) 

  
The worst mistake a boss can make is not to say 

'well done'. 
― John Ashcroft (1948 - ) 
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Your work and your life should be part of  one 
existence, not something hacked about by a bus 

queue and office hours. 
― Arnold Wesker (1932 - ) 

  
 
  

The affluent society has made everyone dislike 
work, and come to think of  idleness as the hap-

piest life. 
― Geoffrey Keynes (1887 - 1982) 

  
 
  

Choose a job you love, and you will never have 
to work a day in your life. 

― Confucius (551 BC - 479 BC) 
  
 
  

When you ask children what they want to be 
when they grow up, they don't say, 'I want a 

boring job where the only thing I look forward 
to is Friday.' 

― Lawrence Perlman (1938 - ) 
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If  you want your dreams to come true, don't 
sleep. 

Anonymous Yiddish proverb. 
 
  

No bees, no honey; no work, no money. 
Anonymous  

  
 
  

Anyone who sees in his own occupation merely 
a means of  earning money degrades it; but he 
that sees in it a service to mankind ennobles 

both his labor and himself. 
― A. Lawrence Lowell (1856 - 1943) 

 
 

(On Unemployment) I know all about these 
problems. I grew up in the thirties with an un-
employed father. He didn't riot. He got on his 

bike and looked for work. And he found it! 
― Norman Tebbit (1931 - )  
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For many wage earners work is perceived as a 
form of  punishment which is the price to be 
paid for various kinds of  satisfactions away 

from the job. 
― Douglas M. McGregor (1906 - 1964) 

 
 
  

How doth the little busy bee  
Improve each shining hour,  
And gather honey all the day  
From every opening flower! 
― Isaac Watts (1674 - 1748) 

  
 
  

In work the greatest satisfaction lies—the satis-
faction of  stretching yourself, using your abili-

ties and making them expand, and knowing that 
you have accomplished something that could 

have been done only by you using your unique 
apparatus. This is really the centre of  life, and 

those who never orientate themselves in this di-
rection are missing more than they ever know. 

― Kenneth Allsop (1920 - 1973) 
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One should guard against preaching to young 
people success in the customary form as the 

main aim in life. The most important motive for 
work in school and in life is pleasure in work, 

pleasure in its result, and the knowledge of  the 
value of  the result to the community. 

― Albert Einstein (1879 - 1955) 
  
 
 
  

People don't choose their careers; they are en-
gulfed by them. 

― John Dos Passos (1896 - 1970) 
  
 
  
  

That state is a state of  slavery in which a man 
does what he likes to do in his spare time and in 
his working time that which is required of  him. 

― Eric Gill (1882 - 1940) 
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Having gifts that differ accord-

ing to the grace given to us, let 

us use them: if  prophecy, in 

proportion to our 

faith;  if  service, in our serving; 

the one who teaches, in his 

teaching; the one who exhorts, 

in his exhortation; the one who 

contributes, in generosity; the 

one who leads, with zeal; the 

one who does acts of  mercy, 

with cheerfulness. 

Romans 12:6-8 
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When work is a pleasure, life is a joy! When 
work is a duty, life is slavery. 

― Maksim Gorky (1868 - 1936) 
  
 
  

Work banishes those three great evils, boredom, 
vice, and poverty. 

― Voltaire (1694 - 1778) 
  
 
  

Work is more fun than fun. 
― Anita Roddick (1942 - ) 

 
 
 

Hide not your talents, they for use were made, 
What's a sundial in the shade? 

― Benjamin Franklin (1706 - 1790) 
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Have regular hours for work and play; make 
each day both useful and pleasant, and prove 

that you understand the worth of  time by em-
ploying it well. Then youth will bring few re-

grets, and life will become a beautiful success.”  
― Louisa May Alcott (1832 - 1888) 

 
 
  

Work is the grand cure of  all the maladies and 
miseries that ever beset mankind. 
― Thomas Carlyle (1795 - 1881) 

  

Without hard work, nothing grows but weeds.”  

― Gordon B. Hinckley (1910 - 2008) 

 

 

The artist is nothing without the gift, but the 
gift is nothing without work.  
― Émile Zola (1840 - 1902) 
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In a very real sense not one of  us is qualified, 

but it seems that God continually chooses the 

most unqualified to do his work, to bear his 

glory. If  we are qualified, we tend to think that 

we have done the job ourselves. If  we are 

forced to accept our evident lack of  qualifica-

tion, then there's no danger that we will confuse 

God's work with our own, or God's glory with 

our own. 

 ― Madeleine L'Engle (1918 - 2007) 

 

 

Work is a blessing. God has so arranged the 
world that work is necessary, and He gives us 

hands and strength to do it. The enjoyment of  
leisure would be nothing if  we had only leisure. 
It is the joy of  work well done that enables us to 
enjoy rest, just as it is the experiences of  hunger 
and thirst that make food and drink such pleas-

ures.”  
― Elisabeth Elliot (1926 - 2015) 
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Gardens are not made by singing 'Oh, how 

beautiful!' and sitting in the shade. 

Rudyard Kipling (1865 - 1936) 

 

A man who works with his hands is a laborer; a 
man who works with his hands and his brain is 

a craftsman; but a man who works with his 
hands and his brain and his heart is an artist. 

― Louis Nizer (1902 - 1994) 
 

 

The Christian shoemaker does his duty not by 
putting little crosses on the shoes, but by mak-
ing good shoes, because God is interested in 

good craftsmanship. 
― Martin Luther (1483 - 1546) 

 

The humblest tasks get beautified if  loving 
hands do them. 

― Louisa May Alcott (1832 - 1888) 
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“When you work you fulfill a part of  earth's fur-

thest dream, assigned to you when that dream 

was born, 

And what is it to work with love? 

It is to weave the cloth with threads drawn from 

your heart, even as if  your beloved were to wear 

that cloth. 

 

It is to build a house with affection, even as if  

your beloved were to dwell in that house. 

 

It is to sow seeds with tenderness and reap the 

harvest with joy, even as if  your beloved were to 

eat the fruit. 

 

It is to charge all things you fashion with a 

breath of  your own spirit. 

 

Work is love made visible”  

 

― Kahlil Gibran (1883 -1931) 
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As each has received a gift, use 

it to serve one another, as good 

stewards of  God's varied 

grace:  whoever speaks, as one 

who speaks oracles of  God; 

whoever serves, as one who 

serves by the strength that God 

supplies—in order that in eve-

rything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ. To him 

belong glory and dominion for-

ever and ever. Amen. 

1 Peter 4:10-11 
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Recommended Resources 

The following resources are highly recom-

mended for further study and exploration of  

the goodness of  work. 

 

Websites 

Theology of  Work 

Center for Faith and Work  

Institute for Faith, Work & Economics 

Theology of  Business 

 

Books 

The Call, Os Guinness 

Life@Work, John Maxwell 

Courage and Calling, Gordon Smith 

Work: The Meaning of  your Life, Lester DeKoster 

Loving Monday, John Beckett 



37 


