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The grace of God is a stream, cours-

ing through the ragged rocks and 

broken terrain of human existence, 

bringing life, healing and hope. 
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Grace – such a sweet word! It brings smiles to our 

faces and joy to our hearts. Even when we do not fully 

understand all it implies, grace is good news.  

It is news of a different sort from what the media pre-

sents to us now and then. Grace is the announcement 

that the world has received mercy and favour from its 

Maker. But Grace isn’t just mere favour; it’s favour un-

deserved. Favour granted when the opposite is de-

served. Grace is when we receive blessings instead of 

curses, help instead of defeat, mercy instead of pun-

ishment.  
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Grace is not cheap. It made God a 

witness to man’s doubts, fears, and 

lies. Grace literally nailed God to a 

tree and killed him. It is the harmony 

of God’s justice and his love. 
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The beauty of grace might make us wax sentimental 

about it. We can be tempted to view grace as cheap fa-

vour granted by a Sovereign who simply doesn’t care 

about our actions. Nothing could be further from the 

truth. Divine grace is costly. It cost God his only be-

loved son (Matt. 3:17). John the apostle spoke of Jesus 

as the bearer of grace and truth (John 1:14), whom the 

Baptist would later describe as ‘the Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1:29).  

The truth is that God’s grace is a purchased grace. 

And it cost so much. In coming to redeem humanity,  
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God afflicted himself by observing and witnessing our 

misery and weaknesses. Though ‘holy, innocent, un-

stained’ in himself , he  entered into our sinful world,  

sharing our sufferings and enduring our griefs’ (Heb 

7:26-28; 4:15). 
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Grace sustains our universe and 

keeps it going. 
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Grace sustains our universe.  

He gives food to all (Psalm 136:25). Through his love, 

God preserves both humans and animals (Psalm 

36:5,6). And it is in Him that all things ‘live and move 

and have their being’ (Acts 17:28). Rocks, Rivers, Plan-

ets, Vehicles, Buildings, Humans – the earth and all in 

it belong to the Lord. 

As the Psalmist declared, “The LORD is good to all, 

and his mercy is over all that he has made.” (Psalm 

145:9) 
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Grace began the day man rejected 

God and declared himself autono-

mous and free. 
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We often view the incident in the garden as merely a 

deception of humanity by Satan. Yes, there was decep-

tion. The woman, Eve, was deceived. She was told dis-

obedience to God was the path to wisdom; eating the 

fruit would make her as wise as God. So she believed 

and ate.  

Then she invited her husband. Adam had received 

God’s original command and, being the head of the 

family, was responsible for them. From the record we 

have, he did not protest, nor did he debate the appro-

priateness of the act. He joined his wife and they both 

ate the fruit.  
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Eve might have been deceived; Adam was not. For 

him, it really was an act of rebellion against God’s au-

thority and wisdom. And all humanity descended 

with him, as the Westminster Shorter Catechism puts 

it, into the state of sin and misery. 

However, Redemption was on the way... 
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Grace was the leather garment which 

covered man’s sinful nakedness ages 

ago when our first parents sinned 

against God. 
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In their desperation to conceal their nakedness, they 

covered themselves with fig leaves.  

Why fig leaves? Perhaps it was the closest thing at 

hand. Yet it was sadly inappropriate. And how many 

of us, several centuries later, commit the same folly! 

We seek to cover up our weakness, guilt and empti-

ness with all sorts of diversions and activities. Their 

physical nakedness was a symbol of something greater 

– spiritual alienation. They had been cut off from fel-

lowship with their loving and benevolent Maker; the 

sentence of death had begun (Gen. 2:17). 
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Mercifully, grace kicked in. The offended God became 

the redeeming Saviour. He took off the garment of fig 

leaves and replaced it with a leather garment. In the 

author’s words, “the LORD God made for Adam and 

his wife garments of skins and clothed them.” (Gen. 

3:21)  

Redemption is never a product of man; God pro-

vides it. He clothes us with his mercy.  
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Grace is God’s passionate concern 

that humanity does not remain in the 

state of sin and misery forever. 
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Sin was now in the world. No doubt about that. But 

God would not abandon his creation. 

He pronounced judgement on the serpent, promising 

that a future Seed of the woman would eventually 

crush the devil who lay behind the serpent’s deception. 

Centuries later, this was fulfilled as the Second Adam 

lay on the cross in submission to his father’s will. 

What the First Adam failed to do, the Second success-

fully accomplished. Where sin abounded, grace 

abounded much more. 
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God also pronounced judgement on the two forbears 

of the human race. Yet there was a last minute token 

of hope: he drove them out of the garden so they 

wouldn’t eat from the tree of life and death (Gen. 3:22-

23). If they had, they would live forever in their fallen 

state, cut off from all hope for redemption.  

Grace! 
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Grace preserved a portion of human-

ity from destruction when their wick-

edness called forth God’s terrifying 

judgement. 
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It’s been said that Human depravity is the one doc-

trine of the Bible which can be empirically verified. 

From that moment in the garden, it’s been death, sin, 

and misery for the human race. Adam gave birth to 

Cain, the first murderer in human history. He pro-

duced a lineage of men who, though brilliant and skil-

ful, had no business with God. Obviously, God was in 

their past. One of his descendants even composed a 

song of praise to his vengeful temper (Gen. 4:23-24)! 

Call it the Ancient Hymn of Lamech. 
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Things got worse – unbearable, actually. And God saw 

that even the thoughts of humans were utterly evil. 

There was only one way out. Judgement.  

Here again a family found grace. 

Noah was found faithful (the author describes him as 

‘finding grace in God’s eyes’). And God chose him and 

his family to populate the earth anew. The whole earth 

would be destroyed: animals, vegetation, humans. But 

Noah would provide deliverance for a portion of God’s 

creation.   
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A family had brought about humanity’s death. Now, 

another family would preserve and establish a new 

humanity. 
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Grace confirmed God’s everlasting 

goodness to us, such that, in spite of 

our sins, Life would go on. 
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God was sick of man’s wickedness. Yet he resolved 

never to destroy the whole earth as he had just done. 

Instead he promised that: “Seedtime and Harvest, 

Cold and Heat, Summer and Winter, Day and Night, 

shall never cease.” 

In other words, 

The seasons would not be altered. 

The rhythms of human life would not cease. 

Time itself would continue. 
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And he commissioned Noah to carry on with the Cul-

tural Mandate given earlier to Adam. Not only did 

Noah find favour, he gets an assignment to multiply 

and populate the earth! 
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Grace chose Abraham as the father of 

a new and holy community of Faith-

fuls, who will live out the human call-

ing of faithfulness to their Creator. 
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As part of His plan to defeat the devil through the 

Seed of the woman and establish his kingdom on 

earth, God called a man. His name was Abram. Child-

less and old, he received a command from God to 

travel to a land which God would give to him and his 

descendants. Along with the instruction came amaz-

ing promises of blessing, influence, and, yes, a son.  

Abram’s (later Abraham) descendants would be nu-

merous; as plenty as the stars in the sky. They would 

be great and the nations of the earth would respect 

them. Above all, they would be God’s special people, a 

light to the unbelieving nations of the world. 
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Grace is the outpouring of love and 

mercy to a rebellious but favoured 

nation over several generations. 
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Alas, Abraham’s descendants, like the rest of us, were-

n’t always like Abraham.  

They were far from consistent and faithful. They 

seemed to have a memory problem – they kept forget-

ting God’s acts of love and mercy, and would go on to 

break the covenant, again and again. Yet God was 

faithful; He never abandoned them. Yes, He rebuked 

them. And He even punished them. Philistines, Assyr-

ians, and Babylonians. One nation after another op-

pressed them as punishment for their departure from 

God. Still, they were his people; for his love for them 

was everlasting.  
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Aren’t we often like them? Who can count the number 

of blessings that the great Provider has thrown our 

way? And this, despite the fact that our hearts are so 

occupied with ourselves, our pleasures and our con-

cerns. We do not instinctively crave to love and obey 

God. Grace, however,  calls forth a life of loving and 

faithful devotion to God. 
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Grace is the extension of mercy to a 

people who once were not a people, 

but are now the people of God; who 

once had not obtained mercy, but are 

now ransomed and forgiven. 
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When God called Abraham, he assured  him that all 

the nations of the earth would be blessed through his 

seed or descendants (Gen. 12:1-3). Thus, the selection of 

Israel as God’s chosen people was meant to lead to the 

salvation of all nations.  

During his earthly ministry, Jesus also taught the 

global scope of God’s redemption when he said to 

Nicodemus: “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son.” God did not accomplish salvation for 

just a subset of the earth’s population; he was reconcil-

ing the world unto himself. 
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As I write this, I am aware of how privileged I am to be 

a recipient of this grace. Were God’s salvation re-

stricted to the Jews alone, a large chunk of us would be 

truly, in the words of Paul, “without hope in the 

world.” 
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Grace is a paradox. It is the dying of a 

holy God for a sinful humanity. 
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The gospel is baffling. The righteous, holy, and just 

Creator and Ruler of the universe died for a world of 

sinners! ‘This is sacrilege!’, I can almost hear someone 

cry. How could this ever happen? 

But the amazement isn’t new. Even Paul reflected on 

this centuries ago in his great letter to the Romans. 

"For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ 

died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person 

one would dare even to die— but God shows his love 

for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us." (Rom 5:6-8 ESV) 
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It’s baffling, indeed. Yet it is true. 

 That’s the kind of love which God has for his crea-

tures – a dying, self-giving love.  
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Grace is the renewal of our bodies 

and, in fact, the whole universe at the 

Resurrection. 
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The great hope of the Christian worldview is that life 

in all its brokenness and present decay will not remain 

this way forever. We expect a resurrection at which 

God will make all things new! 

Our sick and diseased bodies, sorrowful hearts, hun-

gry mouths, and distressed lives - all will partake of 

God’s renewal of the universe.  This is the picture of 

the future God has given us (Rev.  21:1-4). Misery, sor-

row, and death will be a thing of the past for all who 

are members of God’s family. God himself will live 

among men, and it will be joy forever. 
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God’s love for his universe was not broken by man’s 

rebellion (John 3:16). In fact, his continued love is the 

basis for redemption. And all spheres of God’s original 

creation – physical bodies, the family, business, poli-

tics, knowledge – will partake of his gracious renewal. 
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Grace is the joyful reign of Jesus, and 

the Church with him, over the na-

tions – a reign of righteousness, 

peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 
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With the coming of Jesus, two millennia ago, a new era 

has unfolded. It is called the era of ‘the Kingdom of 

God’. His miracles and teachings displayed life under 

that kingdom, and his death and resurrection inaugu-

rated it. 

Centuries earlier, the Jewish prophet Isaiah had fore-

told about the coming Messiah: 

 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

    because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

     

        

    



44 

he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and the opening of the prison to those who are 

bound; 

    to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 

    to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
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that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

    the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 

(Isaiah 61:1-3) 

Many years later, Jesus applied this prophecy to him-

self, indicating that he was the awaited messiah (Luke 

4:21).  

The joyful reign of God had begun! 
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Grace is the corrective for a deformed 

universe, the cure for a broken hu-

manity, the remedy for a wounded 

conscience, the reformation for a 

damaged life, the healing for a frac-

tured community, and the hope for a 

lost world. 
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For Further Reading 

1. Basic Christianity, John Stott 

2. The Glory of God’s Grace, John Montgomery 

Boice 

3. How Now Shall We Live, Charles Colson & 

Nancy Pearcey 
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